
Arizona’s Opportunity City July 2016

El Mirage City of El Mirage

12145 NW Grand Ave.

El Mirage, AZ 85335

PRESORTED 
STANDARD 

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Glendale, AZ
PERMIT #244

POSTAL CUSTOMER
ECRWSSMonthly Newsletter

www.cityofelmirage.org 623-876-2978Vol. 7, No. 07

Congratulations Mariah Fleming and 
Charles Proby Jr!

Where Your Taxes Go
Mayor’s Messages:

Road construction is a 

frustrating byproduct of 

improving our City. Like 

all challenges, the City and 

our citizens will persevere 

and reap the rewards. 

City staff is indebted 

to the residents and 

business owners for their 

cooperation, patience, and 

understanding in dealing 

with the issues that arise 

from construction. 

Although attempting 

so much construction 

at the same time is not 

necessarily 

ideal, the City 

wanted to take 

advantage of 

regional funding. 

El Mirage 

initially planned 

to stagger the 

projects with 

certain segments 

completed at 

a later date, 

but regional 

funding became 

available sooner 

than expected. 

The fortunate 

byproduct of 

accelerating each 

segment has 

been competitive 

bid prices that 

are lower than 

anticipated. 

City staff takes 

their fiducial 

responsibility to 

protect public 

funds very 

seriously.    

Road Construction Update
Thank You for Your Patience 

El Mirage Celebrates Dysart High 
School Athletes for the Month of May

Back row from left to right:  Dysart High School Ath-
letic Director Ty Timbrooks, Vice Mayor Joe Ramirez, 
Councilmember Roy Delgado, Councilmember David 
Shapera, Mayor Lana Mook, Councilmember Bob 
Jones, Councilmember Jack Palladino, Councilmem-
ber Lynn Selby, father of Charles Proby Jr.: Charles 
Proby, and City Manager Dr. Spencer A. Isom
Front row from left to right:  Father of Mariah Flem-
ing: Kelly Fleming, mother of Mariah Fleming: Ge-
anna Fleming, Dysart Athlete of the Month of May 
Mariah Fleming, Dysart Athlete of the Month of May 
Charles Proby Jr., and sister of Charles Proby Jr.: 
Hannah Proby

The City of El Mirage continues to maximize the value of its tax dollars by 

delivering improved police and fire services, upgrading streets, and providing state of 

the art public facilities (YMCA’s recreation and aquatic facility; public safety buildings 

for police and fire; and a new City Hall) while keeping the primary tax levy flat. 

While other cities and towns are still struggling to afford new capital projects 

and maintain staffing levels, the City of El Mirage has addressed such matters by 

concentrating on needs-based decision-making, cost consciousness, and a desire to 

make El Mirage a destination. 

The City has a fully funded capital improvements plan and continues to maintain 

a minimum $6 million rainy day fund. Utility rates are stable and are anticipated to 

remain unchanged through June 2019.

Below is a graph depicting the sales tax per capita of several West Valley cities. 

As the graph illustrates, El Mirage has the lowest per capita sales tax among all 

cities noted. El Mirage relies on property taxes more than other cities; which is a 

direct correlation to our limited business portfolio. Without local business sales tax 

the City does not generate adequate revenue. One of the reasons that the City is 

currently involved in several road projects is to attract those businesses. Developers 

have indicated that improved roadways, an attractive cityscape, and good amenities 

are key components for attracting the businesses we need. 

In response to the questions I receive most frequently about property taxes and 

their uses, the following Q & A is provided for your information:  

Q:  Where do my property taxes go?
A:  The largest share of your property taxes, 60%, is not City related but is collected for 

schools and education, which include the Dysart Unified School District, Dysart Unified 

Bonds, Dysart Unified Override, the Community College District, Community College 

District Bonds, the State Equalization Tax, and West-Mec. MORE TAXES ON 2

As the section of El 

Mirage Road between 

Peoria and Cactus nears 

completion, anticipated 

January 2017, Maricopa 

County will begin 

construction south 

to Northern Avenue, 

anticipated completion 

December 2017. ADOT 

continues their project 

on Thunderbird and 

Thompson Ranch Road, 

anticipated completion 

February 2017, connecting 

to the east of the City’s 

project. The City will 

continue to manage 

construction on El Mirage 

Road from Cactus to Grand 

Avenue and Thunderbird 

Road from 127th to 

El Frio, anticipated 

completion April 2017. 

By the end of 2017, 

the residents and business 

owners will be rewarded 

with an improved roadway 

with multimodal and safety 

enhancements that will 

make El Mirage the envy 

of the West Valley.
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El Mirage Construction Update
Thunderbird Road is 

under construction from 
127th Avenue to Grand 
Avenue. The project is 
focused on ins ta l l ing 
underground utilities and 
preparing to convert power 
and telecommunications 
lines from overhead to 
underground. Once the 
conversion is complete, 
crews will pave the south 
half and concentrate their 
efforts on the north half. 
The completed roadway will 
consist of two through lanes 
in each direction, center 
median with landscaping, 
bicycle lane, wide sidewalks, 
and many other multimodal 
and safety enhancements.

El Mirage Road is under 
construction from Cinnabar 
Avenue to Grand Avenue. 
The work on the east side 
of El Mirage Road between 
Peoria Avenue and Cactus 
Road indicates the type of 
enhancements the project 
will install.

The ADOT Thunderbird 
and Grand project started 
June 6, 2016. In addition 
to the connection with 
Grand Avenue, this project 
will widen a portion of 
Thompson Ranch Road. To 
safely complete this work, 
Thompson Ranch Road 
will be closed from Grand 
Avenue to the elementary 

For more information, visit www.cityofelmirage.
org/ConstructionUpdate or contact: 

Chris Hauser, P.E. – Assistant City Engineer
12145 NW Grand Ave., El Mirage, AZ  85335

P: 623-876-2971 | E: chauser@cityofelmirage.org

construction. The county is 
preparing to solicit bids for 
construction of this portion.  

ADOT and the City of 
Surprise have begun the 
much anticipated Bell 
Road and Grand Ave/US 
60 interchange project. 

This project will have a 
major impact on regional 
traffic flow. Further project 
information is available at: 

h t t p : / / a z d o t . g o v /
bellandgrand

www.surpriseaz.gov/
bellandgrand

Another 14% of your property taxes are allocated to the County for the Central 

Arizona Water Conservation District, Election District, Fire District Assistance Tax, 

Flood Control of Maricopa County, Library District, Maricopa Special Health District, 

and McMicken Irrigation District. 

The needs of our own City account for only 26% of your tax bill. This 26% can 

only be used to pay for police and fire services to keep residents safe per Council 

Resolution and for voter approved debt.

The chart below is a summary of the property tax allocations presented above.

State, County, and Education make up 74% of El Mirage Property Taxes.

Q:  How much of the City budget do my property taxes represent?
A:  The majority of the City’s budgeted revenue comes from local grants, fees, 

and revenues shared with the City by the State of Arizona. An individual’s property 

taxes are less than five percent of the City budget.

Q: How does the City use my primary property tax dollars?
A:  About ten years ago the voters authorized a primary property tax to support 

the operating costs of the City of El Mirage. About four years ago this Council by 

Resolution restricted the use of these funds for Public Safety purposes only. At that 

same time the Council began to collect less than the maximum allowed by law, which 

was a first for the City. Since then the Council has maintained the levy even though 

TAXES: Breakdown of usage, From 1
they could collect about 20% more as is depicted in the next chart.

The benefit of this Council’s action is a per capita tax of $49; well below the 

average of $76. If the Council continues to maintain the levy at this amount the per 

capita amount collected will reduce with every resident who moves into the City.

Q:  Why does the City of El Mirage have a secondary property tax and other 
cities don’t? What is the secondary property tax used for?

A:  If a municipality has no outstanding bonds, it will not levy a secondary 

property tax since this is the purpose for which secondary property tax revenues can 

be used.

El Mirage levies a secondary property tax to pay for voter-approved bonds, which 

include funding for the fire station, police station, recreation facility with pool, and 

El Mirage Road improvements. 

Under Arizona Revised Statute §35-458, El Mirage is required to levy a 
secondary property tax in an amount sufficient to pay our bond principal and 
interest. 

The City has worked hard to keep the secondary property tax to a minimum. The 

Mayor, City Manager, and staff presented in person to the bond rating agencies of 

Moody’s and Standard and Poor’s in order to get the best bond rating possible at the 

time the bonds were sold. The resulting A1 and AA- ratings we received saved the 

City approximately $1.3 million in interest on bonds. Additionally, El Mirage was 

able to take advantage of lower interest rates to refund some higher rated bonds, 

thereby reducing the bond payments.

school from July 5 to August 
2. Specific information 
about the project, along with 
renderings of the proposed 

improvements, can be found 
at www.azdot.gov/tbird.

M a r i c o p a  C o u n t y 
completed the design for El 

Mirage Road from Northern 
Avenue to Gateway Park. 
Util i ty companies are 
relocating in advance of 

MORE TAXES ON 4



The City has large 

construction projects on 

Thunderbird and El Mirage 

Roads. Construction can 

impact local businesses and 

some are already feeling the 

pinch of reduced customer 

flow. 

El Mirage supports 

all  businesses in the 

community and to honor 

local businesses, will 

continue to highlight 

businesses in construction 

areas in the El Mirage 

Newsletter. Every business 

has a story to tell and I hope 

this article will give you a 

better feel for what they 

offer and how you can help 

them.  

Star Mini-Mart
Star Mini-Mart is more 

than a convenience store. 

Yes, they offer a variety 

of products at competitive 

prices but what is most 

notable is the family-like 

feel when you enter the 

door. 

Star Mini-Mart owner 

Chin will greet you with a 

smile and courteous service 

that makes you want to 

come back. Watching Chin 

greet customers is like 

seeing old friends. She 

has some repeat customers 

traveling from Surprise 

because of the fantastic 

customer service and 

neighborhood feel. 

The Mini-Mart is family 

owned and has been in 

operation for over three 

years. Stop in and say hi 

to Chin and you will be 

back.    

Address: 11817 W. 

Thunderbird Road

Phone: 623-583-3455

Hours: 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Sunday through Thursday, 

8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and 

Saturday

Mustard Seed 
Herbary

Want to know more 

about nutrition or get to 

the root of your health 

problems? Mustard Seed 

Herbary provides one-

on-one service for each 

customer. 

Ellen and Wendy are 

experts in natural health, 

teaching customers how 

to improve their health the 

natural way. Mustard Seed 

has been working with 

people for over 20 years. 

Their specialty herbs are 

the most potent and purest 

varieties offering the best 

result for their customer. 

Mustard Seed attracts 

customers from all over the 

valley looking for natural 

ways to improve their 

health. Talk to Ellen or 

Wendy to see how they can 

help you lead a healthier 

life.  

Address: 13713 N. A St.

Phone: 623-583-2286

Hours: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Tuesdays, 10 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Wednesday through 

Saturday 

Jimmy’s Mattress
If you want to find an 

expert and save a lot of 

money for a mattress talk to 

Jimmy. Jimmy’s is a family 

owned business with over 

30 years’ experience. 

The  s to re  i s  be s t 

known for their low prices 

compared to other retail 

mattress places. Jimmy’s 

savings on name brand 

mattresses are 80% lower 

in some cases. 

Also, Jimmy’s is offering 

an additional discount 

savings between 20-60% 

off during construction. 

Price and service make 

Jimmy’s Mattress a great 

choice.    

Address:  12420 W 

Thunderbird Road

Phone: 602-487-1066

Hours: 7 days, 9 a.m. 

to 6 p.m.

Next month we will 

feature more businesses 

and we hope you join us by 

shopping local.  
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Economic Development Insights: Local Highlights

Councilmember Lynn Selby Named Recipient of 
Operation Lifesaver 2016 National Safety Award

Rai l road safe ty 
nonprofit Operation 
Lifesaver presented a 
national safety award 
highlighting individual 
a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n 
preventing deaths and 
injuries around tracks 
and trains to El Mirage 
Councilmember Lynn 
Selby on May 13, 
2016.

Counc i lmember 
Selby received the F. 
Tom Roberts Memorial 
Volunteer Award for 
his rail safety education outreach 
efforts in Arizona. The award was 
presented at a banquet during the 
Operation Lifesaver Leadership 
Conference, which carried the theme 
“Rail Safety – A Mission For Life.” 

“We are proud to present this 
award to Lynn Selby honoring him 
for his dedication to saving lives 
on behalf of Operation Lifesaver,” 
said Bonnie Murphy, president 
& CEO of Operation Lifesaver, 
Inc. “Mr. Selby exemplifies the 

passion and creativity 
of our volunteers and 
partners,  who are 
making a difference 
every day in their 
communities.”

Counc i lmember 
Selby has been an 
Operation Lifesaver 
volunteer since 2011, 
when his concerns 
about the number of 
crossing incidents in 
his area brought the 
nonprofit organization 
to his attention. In 2015, 

Selby conducted presentations to 
professional drivers, school groups, 
driver education classes and school 
bus drivers, reaching nearly 1,200 
people in the greater Phoenix area. 
In his time as an Operation Lifesavor 
volunteer, he has reached 40,000 
people in the state of Arizona. 

Selby’s interest in educating the 
recreational vehicle community 
about railroad crossing safety led 
to his development of materials 
specifically for RV drivers.

Councilmember 
Lynn Selby

Jimmy Arellano

YOUR VOICE, YOUR VOTE BE COUNTED

Attention Voters on the Permanent Early Voting List:

Clerk’s Corner... Every Vote Counts!
2016 ELECTION INFORMATION

Primary Election: Tuesday, Aug. 30

All voters registered on the Permanent Early Voters 

List (PEVL) should by now have received an Official 

Election Notice from Maricopa County. PLEASE BE 

AWARE TWO TYPES OF NOTICES WERE SENT 

OUT and appear very similar.

The first notice was directed at voters registered with a 

recognized party in the State of Arizona, i.e., Republican, 

Democrat, Green, etc. and provides the opportunity to 

do several things: “1) request that no ballots for your 

upcoming elections be sent to you, 2) change your 

mailing or residence address, or 3) request removal 

from the Permanent Early Voting List.” If you have no 

changes, you do not need to return the card; simply wait 

for your ballot to be mailed to you automatically in early 

August.

The second notice, however, is directed at voters 

registered as INDEPENDENT. This notice provides the 

same opportunities for changes as noted above, but as an 

Independent registered voter, you MUST “select a party 

or city/town-only ballot for the PRIMARY” election 

and failure to do so will result in you not receiving your 

ballot in the mail automatically. If you received this notice 

and you wish to receive an early ballot by mail, please 

advise Maricopa County of which type of ballot you want 

to receive AND RETURN THE COMPLETED AND 

SIGNED FORM TO THEM BY JULY 16, 2016.

Last day to register to vote in the August 30th Primary 

is Monday, August 1, 2016.

You can register to vote by contacting Maricopa 

County Elections Department at 602-506-1511, going to 

their website at http://recorder.maricopa.gov/, or picking 

up a registration form at the front counter of City Hall.   

Early voting starts August 3, 2016; El Mirage City 

Hall will be an early voting site.

You can either vote in person or drop off your voted 

ballot between Wednesday, August 3, 2016 and Friday, 

August 26, 2016. On Election Day, August 30, you may 

NOT vote at City Hall but you can drop off a voted 

ballot.

Election Day voting will be at four precinct-polling 

locations to be determined.

The FOUR polling location precincts in El Mirage will 

be determined prior to August 30th; polls will be open 

from 6:00 AM – 7:00 PM.

For More Information - contact either City Clerk 

Sharon Antes at 623-876-2943, santes@cityofelmirage.

org, or Maricopa County Elections Department at 602-

506-1511, http://recorder.maricopa.gov/.

Back row, left to right: Litchfield Park Mayor Thomas Schoaf, Avondale Councilmember 
Jim McDonald, Peoria Councilmember Bill Patena, Phoenix Councilmember Thelda 
Williams, El Mirage Mayor Lana Mook, and Town of Wickenburg Mayor John Cook
Front row, left to right: Glendale Mayor Jerry Weiers, Air Force Secretary Deborah 
James, Luke AFB Brigadier General Scott Pleus, Governor Doug Ducey, Surprise 
Mayor Sharon Wolcott, Buckeye Mayor Jackie Meck, and Youngtown Mayor Michael 
LeVault

El Mirage Proud Supporter of Luke AFB
On June 16, 2016, El 

Mirage Mayor Lana Mook, 

Governor Doug Ducey, Air 

Force Secretary Deborah 

James, Luke Air Force 

Base Brigadier General 

Scott Pleus, and other West 

Valley community leaders 

signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding identifying 

the structure of the Luke 

Community Partnership 

program. 

The Luke Community 

Partnership program is part 

of the Air Force’s Public-

Public, Public-Private 

initiative known as P4.

Tom Doyle, Economic 
Development Specialist
tdoyle@cityofelmirage.org
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News from the El Mirage Police Department
12401 W. Cinnabar Ave. • 623-933-1341 • www.cityofelmirage.org/police

Follow us on Facebook. Sign up for emergency notifications at www.nixle.com

El Mirage Explorer 
Academy Graduation

On Tuesday May 31, 2016, the El Mirage Police Department started the third west 

valley Explorer Academy with five West Valley agencies represented. On June 8, 

the cadets went through high-risk stop training at the El Mirage Police Department, 

which included great video footage. This training was held from noon to 2:30 p.m. 

and graduation took place at the Glendale Regional Public Safety Training Center 

on June 10. El Mirage Police Department is proud to announce the graduation of 

seven students.

Back row: Lt. Randy Stewart, Officer Joe Johnston, Explorer (RTO) Michael 
Rodriguez and Explorer (RTO) Tyler Johnston 
Middle row: Sergeant Chris Culp, Chief Terry McDonald, Explorer Haleigh Wheat, 
Explorer Zach Johnston, Explorer Christine McMullen and Assistant Chief Laura 
Liuzzo
Front row: Explorer (RTO) Ashley Quintana and Explorer (RTO) Clayton Haigh

El Mirage’s Noise Complaint Process
The primary law that pertains to noise 

is governed by state law:  Disorderly 

Conduct (ARS § 13-2904). This statute 

provides:  A person commits disorderly 

conduct if, with intent to disturb the peace 

or quiet of a neighborhood, family or 

person, or with knowledge of doing so, 

such person makes unreasonable noise.

The secondary law that governs noise 

is El Mirage City Code § 154.107 which 

states, “It shall be prohibited to disturb 

the peace or quiet of a neighborhood, 

family or person by making or emitting 

unreasonable noise. Noise that exceeds 55 

decibels, measured at the property line of 

the source, between 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 

a.m. is presumed unreasonable.”

Noise complaints stemming from 

animals, such as barking dogs, may also 

be addressed by Surprise Animal Control 

Officers who provide animal control 

services in the City of El Mirage. El 

Mirage City Code §91.04 covers noise 

complaints stemming from animals and 

states, “It shall be unlawful to harbor or 

keep any animals that disturb the peace 

at any time of the day or night which 

results in an unreasonable interference 

with a citizen’s right to quiet enjoyment of 

his or her own premises.” Citations may 

also be written for animal related noise 

complaints if a citizen is willing to be a 

victim and assist with prosecution.  

The El Mirage Police Department 

takes noise complaints very seriously. 

However, statistics show that informal 

resolutions are usually successful. Most 

neighbors are not aware that there is an 

issue and when they are made aware of 

the problem they are willing to adjust the 

noise level. You can use the opportunity to 

introduce yourself and get to know your 

neighbor better by calling or knocking on 

the door and nicely  asking them to lower 

the volume.

If informal resolution is not successful, 

or if you are uncomfortable speaking to 

your neighbor, then contact the police 

department. If the unreasonable noise 

is taking place at the time your call is 

placed, try to provide a physical address 

or source of the noise. This will help the 

police locate educate the residents of the 

laws pertaining to noise. The goal of the 

police department during a first contact 

is education and compliance. If the noise 

continues after the police have spoken 

with your neighbor, contact the police 

department again and request a follow 

up call. To make a non-emergency noise 

complaint, call 623-933-1341.

Citizens may contact police regarding 

loud noise complaints any time of the day. 

In most cases, however, without complete 

contact information, police are unable to 

issue a citation. Therefore, it is extremely 

important to provide your name, address, 

and telephone number. This enables 

officers to conduct follow-up and write 

a citation for noise. The El Mirage 

Police Department will not provide your 

name to the offender, although it will be 

listed in the report and forwarded to the 

prosecutor.

El Mirage Police Department
Property and Evidence Division

UNCLAIMED PROPERTY
NOTICE TO CLAIM PROPERTY

Photo ID is required.
Call 623-500-3038 for an appointment 

to claim your property.
Property not claimed by 06/30/16 will be 
disposed of in accordance with the law.

is set by the County 

Assessor based on the 

tax levy and limited 

property values. 

Q:  Why can’t 
the City just keep 
my taxes exactly the 
same as they were last 
year?

A:  Property taxes 

cannot remain the same 

each year, primarily 

because property tax 

rates are based on 

property values, which 

are affected by market 

conditions. Currently, 

property values are 

on an upward trend. 

The City has issued 

v o t e r - a p p r o v e d 

bonds for facilities 

and infrastructure, 

which must be repaid 

on schedule, much 

like a homeowner’s 

mortgage,  so  the 

secondary rate will 

vary based on how 

much property values 

have changed. The 

Council also reviews 

the revenue needs for 

operations and adjusts 

the primary rate to help 

meet those needs, while 

keeping the primary 

property tax levy within 

the legal limit. 

In any given year, 

any of these numbers 

could go up, go down, 

or stay the same. It is 

not legally possible to 

assign a flat tax to every 

property in El Mirage 

in order for the City 

portion of your property 

taxes to remain exactly 

the same each year.

I  h o p e  t h i s 

information has helped 

clarify what property 

taxes are and how they 

are used to benefit the 

citizens of El Mirage.

T h r o u g h  g o o d 

management,  this 

C o u n c i l  h a s  n o t 

increased the primary 

property tax levy while 

delivering our promise 

to build a police station, 

build a recreation facility 

with pool, upgrade city 

streets, and build a new 

City Hall. This Council 

has  s ign i f i can t ly 

increased services for 

our residents while 

controlling expenses.

Q: What is the 
difference between 
the Tax Levy and the 
Tax Rate? 

A:  Tax LEVY: 

Total amount of taxes 

that need to be collected 

to operate the City. 

The City approves the 

tax levy, not the tax 

rate. The Council has 

maintained the tax levy 

for FY 2017 at the same 

amount as FY 2014, FY 

2015, and FY 2016.

T a x  R A T E : 

Individual dollar rate 

per hundred dollars 

of assessed value of 

a given property that 

is used to calculate a 

yearly tax bill. The rate 

TAXES: From 2
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May 2016 Home Sales

May 2016 Business Licenses

Speeding Incidents Increase 250% 
on Grand Avenue in El Mirage

Following the passage of legislation 

by the Arizona State Legislature that 

banned automated photo enforcement 

on state highways, the City of El Mirage 

is experiencing a surge in speeding 

incidents along Grand Avenue (US 60) 

within the City limits.

El Mirage opted to begin a traffic 

safety camera program in 2009 due to a 

history of speed-related violations and 

crashes involving drivers passing through 

the City. Two camera systems monitoring 

eastbound and westbound speeding 

incidents along Grand Avenue were turned 

off March 16, 2016 following restrictions 

on photo enforcement imposed by the 

State of Arizona.

While the enforcement systems have 

not captured or stored any photographic 

data since then, the sensors have 

continued to monitor the speed and 

number of vehicles traveling along that 

section of the roadway. Officials are 

using this information to assess program 

effectiveness and potential roadway 

dangers.  

In May 2016, just over a full month 

after the cameras went dark, 7,361 

westbound speeding incidents were 

recorded, a 179 - percent increase from 

May 2015. Eastbound, 13,675 speeding 

incidents were recorded – a 319-percent 

increase from the same time last year. 

Speeding is defined in this instance as 

cars travelling 11 miles per hour over the 

state-mandated speed limit of 45 mph.

“The data is clear. Without the camera 

deterrent, we are seeing more and more 

unsafe driving along Grand. This is an 

extremely serious matter, as lives are at 

stake,” said El Mirage Police Chief Terry 

McDonald.  

The City of El Mirage has also experienced 

more collisions since the cameras were 

turned off.  From March 16, 2016 to June 

15, 2016, there were six collisions (three 

injury and three non-injury), versus two 

non-injury collisions for the same time 

period last year.

Chief McDonald noted such crashes 

cause traffic delays, require police, fire and 

EMS resources, cause property damage, and 

worst of all, can lead to injuries and untimely 

deaths. “Many people think speeding is a 

victimless crime. That is, until they become 

the victim, or someone they love does.”

According to the most recent data 

from National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration, speeding 

contributed to 30 percent 

of all fatal crashes in 2012, 

and the annual economic 

cost of all speeding-related 

crashes in the United States 

exceeded $40 billion. 

El Mirage officials are 

currently evaluating methods 

and tools available to better 

patrol speeding along the 

US 60. Chief McDonald 

stated automated photo 

enforcement was an ideal 

solution in this area because 

an officer cannot safely 

pull over drivers along a 

divided highway separated 

by a median, and without a 

shoulder. 

To learn more about 

traffic safety initiatives in 

El Mirage, visit El Mirage 

Police Department at www.

cityofelmirage.org/police.
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News from the El Mirage Fire Department
13601 N. El Mirage Road • 623-583-7968 • www.cityofelmirage.org/fire

Operations and Administration open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday

June 1, 2016 

The City of El Mirage Fire Department has started 

our annual Hydration Station. The water bottles will 

be in the ice chest located at the entrance of the Fire 

Administration Building, we ask that you limit yourself 

to what is needed so everyone has a chance to hydrate. 

June 2, 2016
Summer is upon us and as we move further in to 

June and July the temperatures and humidity will 

continue to rise. As the temperatures get higher so 

do the incidents of heat related illnesses such as heat 

cramps, heat exhaustion, and heat stroke. In 2009 

there were 74 heat related deaths in Maricopa County 

alone.

People suffer heat-related illness when their bodies 

are unable to compensate and properly cool themselves. 

The body normally cools itself by sweating, but under 

some conditions, sweating just isn’t enough. In such 

cases, a person’s body temperature rises rapidly. Very 

high body temperatures may damage the brain or other 

vital organs.

Several factors affect the body’s ability to cool itself 

during extremely hot weather. When the humidity is 

high, sweat will not evaporate as quickly, preventing 

the body from releasing heat quickly. Other conditions 

related to risk include age, obesity, fever, dehydration, 

heart disease, mental illness, poor circulation, sunburn, 

and prescription drug and alcohol use.

Heat-related deaths are preventable, people need to 

be aware of who is at greatest risk and what actions can 

be taken to prevent a heat-related illness or death. 

Summertime activity, whether on the playing 

field or the construction site, must be balanced with 

measures that aid the body’s cooling mechanisms and 

prevent heat-related illness.

EMFD Community 
Connections

Hazardous Waste Disposal Information
For help on how to identify and properly dispose of 

hazardous material, visit www.cityofelmirage.org/

recycling or contact the City’s Public Works 

Department at 623-935-6405.

City of El Mirage Fire Department 
Operations Report May 2016

Total Calls for Service = 387
Average Response Time for All Aid Types: 00:07:08

Community Involvement
• 05/03/2016: El Mirage Fire Department participated 

in training at the Glendale Fire Academy, Modern 

Principals in Fire Attack.

• 05/04/2016: El Mirage Fire Department participated 

with Luke Air Force Base in live fire training 

exercise.

• 05/06/2016: El Mirage Fire Department supported 

the annual Field Day Water Day event hosted by 

Thompson Ranch Elementary School. 

• 05/14/2016: El Mirage Fire Department crews 

provided valuable information to the residents of the 

Montecito Estates regarding pool safety and pamphlets 

were disseminated. 

• 05/21/2016: El Mirage Fire Department participated 

in Walgreen’s Red Nose Day, this meet and greet event 

included a static display and stickers for the kids.

Significant Incidents
• None reported

Training Activities
•  1,459 total training hours, combined Fire/EMS

FIRE, BUILDING, AND LIFE SAFETY 
DIVISION REPORT (FBLS)

For Period Ending: May 2016
• May was Building Safety Month. A display was set 

up in City Hall and information went out to all employees 

and to the citizens via El Mirage Newsletter, Facebook 

and Twitter. 

• An annual audit was conducted by the Office of 

Manufactured Housing with whom the City has an IGA 

for permits, reviews, and inspections. The audit looked 

at our processes and procedures, documentation and 

inspection quality. The formal audit has yet to be received 

but the Director stated the City was superior in following 

the rules and regulations of the OMH.

Statistics for period of May 2016
• Permits issued: 47

• Plan reviews:

  - 4 Commercial 

  - 41 Residential

  - 2 Fire

• Inspections - 232 at 28 stops (11 daily average)

• Annual Business Inspections - 32

• Revenue from permits - $20,385

The Dangers of Leaving Children and Pets Unattended in a Vehicle
With summer temperatures already upon us, the City 

of El Mirage wants to remind residents never to leave 

children or pets unattended inside vehicles, even for a few 

minutes. Temperatures inside vehicles can climb quickly, 

especially on hot days, and even with the windows 

partially down. 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration (NHTSA), heatstroke is one of the leading 

causes of death among children. A child’s temperature 

heats up 3 to 5 times faster than that of an adult’s, and 

when a child’s body temperature reaches 107 degrees, 

they die.

The NHTSA says to keep in mind that even at an 

outside temperature of 60 degrees, the temperature inside 

your car can reach 110 degrees, and in just 10 minutes, a 

car’s temperature can rise over 20 degrees. 

These safety rules can help prevent heat-related 

injuries and other vehicle dangers:

• Never leave a child, pet or vulnerable person (such 

as an elderly or medically frail person) alone in or around 

a vehicle.

• Check to make sure all children leave the vehicle when 

you reach your destination, particularly when loading and 

unloading. Do not overlook sleeping infants.

• Place a reminder of your child or pet’s presence where 

you would be sure to see it before leaving the vehicle.

• Never leave a child in a vehicle with the motor 

running or the key in the ignition.

• Always lock your car, even at home, and remind your 

friends and neighbors to do the same. Children die every 

year when they get into unlocked cars on their own and 

cannot get out.

• Remove your pet from your vehicle when returning 

home.

• Do not transport an animal in a trunk of a vehicle 

nor in the bed of a pick-up truck in hot weather. Animal’s 

paws can burn on an extremely hot day.

• Call 911 if you observe a child, vulnerable person, 

or pet in distress in an unattended vehicle.
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TRIBUTE TRIBUTE 
TOURNAMENTS TOURNAMENTS 

This is just our way of saying thank you for serving our country with pride and honor.
 Experience the possibilities.

FREE ENTRY WITH YOUR TRIBUTE CARD. 
WIN UP TO $2,000 CASH OR $100 GIFT CARD!

2PM - 4PM 
4TH OF JULY
LABOR DAY

866.DDC.WINS |  | DDCAZ.COM

Classic Rewards Members must earn 25 points between Saturday and Monday to participate. See the Rewards Center for details. Must be 21. Desert Diamond West Valley Rewards Card 
 necessary to participate. Management has the right to alter/cancel without notice.  Please play responsibly. An Enterprise of the Tohono O’odham Nation.

40784 DDWV Tribute Tournament July 4 Ad 10.333x16 APPROVED.indd   1 5/31/16   10:24 AM


