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Join the City of El Mirage and El Mirage 
Arts Group (EMAG) for our Fourth Friday 
Family Art Fest on the Fourth Friday of every 
month from 6 to 9 p.m.

The free monthly community event fea-
tures local art, food, music, dancing and 
fun at the City Plaza, 14010 N. El Mirage 
Road.  The May 27 Fourth Friday presents 
world-renown musician, Alicia Bay Laurel 
and Polynesian dancers from Hula Halau 
Pili Hana.

EMAG will present a free gallery showing 
of Tracy Dove, demonstration artists and a 
free interactive art project for the children. 
Karen’s Kreamery, Sweet Sensations, Brittles 
from Home, and Big Bo’s BBQ will provide 
delicious local food options. 

Bring the family and come on out.

Fourth Friday Family Art 
Fest: May 27 and June 24

Just a few weeks ago, 
the El Mirage City Council 
hosted a groundbreaking 
ceremony welcoming two 
new national businesses – 
Aaron’s Inc. and AutoZone 
– to the City of El Mirage.  
Also in attendance was State 
Senator John Nelson, whose 
district includes El Mirage.

“I wanted to show my 
support for El Mirage,” 
stated Senator Nelson.  
“This community has been 
working extremely hard to 
recover from the recession 
and bring businesses and 
jobs to the City.  The fact 
two leading national retail-
ers chose El Mirage for 
their newest stores shows El 
Mirage leadership is on the 
right track.”

Mayor Lana Mook also 
emphasized the importance 

Three new businesses under construction in El Mirage

After the existing city hall was de-
stroyed in an electrical fi re in July, 2002, 
El Mirage was left without an offi cial 
home.  Approximately a year later, the 
City of El Mirage held a special election 
for El Mirage residents, asking voters for 
the ability to issue bonds in the amount 
of $2,000,000 to fi nance the construction 
of a new El Mirage City Hall.  Voters 
approved the bond authority by a vote 
of 408-359. Eight years later, some 

residents are wondering: so where is this 
new city hall we paid for?

The simple answer, says Mayor Lana 
Mook, is the City ultimately decided 
against pursuing building a new city hall.  
Instead, the City moved into its current 
location on Grand Avenue. “Although 
the voters gave the City the ability to is-
sue those bonds, the administration never 
did.  No bonds were ever issued and it is 
important for our taxpayers to know that 

So where is our new city hall?

Surprise Regional Chamber of Commerce CEO David Moss, El Mirage City Manager Dr. Spencer Isom, State Senator John Nelson, 
El Mirage City Council Member Joe Ramirez, El Mirage Vice Mayor David Shapera, Council Member Lynn Selby, Business Devel-
oper Todd Sergi, Mayor Lana Mook, Regional Manager for Aaron’s, Inc., Patrick Shoemaker, District Manager for AutoZone, Council 
Member Roy Delgado, Council Member Jim McPhetres.

of the groundbreaking. “We 
are a smaller community and 
we often get overshadowed 
by bigger news from our 
bigger neighbors.  But our 

residents and neighboring 
communities need to know 
good things are happening 
right here in El Mirage.”

Aaron’s Inc. is building 

a 7,000 square foot retail 
store featuring competitive-
ly priced home and offi ce 
furniture, home appliances, 
computers, televisions and 

which helps us to provide 
the critical city services they 
need.”

Council Member Roy 
Delgado welcomes the jobs 
both Aaron’s Inc. and Au-
toZone will bring to El Mi-
rage.  “We’re looking at two 
national retailers who offer 
good benefi ts and will need 
qualifi ed local employees.  
This is a great opportu-
nity for El Mirage.”  Both 

The City of El Mirage assisted 
eleven area women in completing 
50 hours of training to become 
nationally certifi ed building ana-
lysts and building envelope profes-
sionals. The training, funded by a 
grant secured by city staff from the 
Tohono O’odham Nation of Sells, 
aligns with the workforce needs of 
employers in the high-demand fi eld 
of energy auditing.  Participants 
were trained in the use of special-
ized instruments to assess a home’s 
energy consumption and identify 
ways to make homes more energy 
effi cient.  

electronics, and home acces-
sories.  Customers will have 
the option of purchasing 
items outright at a discount-
ed rate or using Aaron’s 
12 month “Lease to Own” 
program. “In this economy, 
every dollar counts,” said 
Vice Mayor David Shapera.  
“I think it is great residents 
will have the option to shop 
right here in El Mirage for 
their needs and still get a 
good deal.  Plus, their tax 
dollars get to stay in the City 

Trainees (from bottom right) Betty Jo Duncan, Tyiease Stewart, Lisa 
Ghigo, Candy Cruse, and Vicki Waller.

El Mirage Hosts Energy Job Training

MORE CITY HALL ON 6

subsequently, no bond money was ever 
spent on this.”  

“I was Mayor during the time we lost 
City Hall to that electrical fi re,” stated 
current Council Member Roy Delgado.  
“In the end, the City chose not to move 
forward with building a new facility so 
they never issued the bonds. During all 
the time I have served, I have always 

MORE BUSINESSES ON 7

MORE JOB TRAINING ON 2
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Message from the Mayor: Firefi ghter positions
Two years ago, I was a 

regular El Mirage resident 
minding my own business.  I 
watched the news and read 
the newspaper but didn’t do 
much else politically.  How-
ever, when I began hearing and 
reading things about our City 
that concerned me, I started 
to pay more attention.  I at-
tended council meetings and 
researched council agendas to 
try and understand how our 
City was being run and what I 
could do to help make it better.  
Last year, friends and neigh-
bors talked me into running 
and now, here I am as your 
Mayor.  

One of the things of great 
concern to me last year, when 
I was “on the outside” of the 
City Council, was the abrupt 
termination of fi ve of our El 
Mirage fi re fi ghters.  Without 
warning, these fi re fi ghters 
were terminated as a last-
minute attempt to address a 
budget defi cit.  Having had the 
opportunity to volunteer and 
work with many of our local 
fi re fi ghters, I knew our El 
Mirage Fire Department to be 
staffed with dedicated, hard-
working individuals who put 
their safety on the line for all 

Mayor Lana Mook

public safety services, success-
fully resolving this situation 
and bringing our fi re fi ghters 
back became a top priority.  

Three of the six terminated 
fi re fi ghters were hired back 

Correcting sources of energy loss 
typically brings major cost savings for 
homeowners over time.  In addition, more 
energy effi cient homes contribute to the 
environment by reducing carbon emis-
sions from fossil fuels such as coal, oil 
and gas used to heat and cool the homes.  
Each trainee participating in the El Mirage 
program had the chance to practice their 
newly acquired skills in homes and other 
facilities around El Mirage.  Trainees also 

had to pass a comprehensive set of national 
exams to become certifi ed.  According to 
instructor Todd Westover of the Building 
Performance Weatherization and Training 
Center, “The El Mirage Trainees were 
fantastic.  Few training centers around the 
country have ever had a trainee score in 
the 90% range on the written exams.  The 
City of El Mirage had fi ve trainees in this 
high-performance range.” 

The job outlook is strong for energy 

auditors in Arizona and elsewhere around 
the country.  Recent national projections 
report an expected 20% growth in the 
demand for energy auditors by 2016, 
supported in part by continuing federal 
tax incentives that help make energy au-
dits very affordable for homeowners and 
business owners alike.  The City of El 
Mirage will continue to seek opportuni-
ties to provide job training opportunities 
to area residents.

JOB TRAINING: El Mirage hosts energy effi cient training, From 1

of us on a daily basis.  With 
these sudden layoffs, I was 
deeply concerned more reason-
able and effi cient cost-sav-
ings measures to improve El 
Mirage’s budget situation had 
been completely ignored.  

Even worse, the fi ring of 
these men put the City in de-
fault of a federal SAFER grant 
that was largely funding those 
positions.  The City essentially 
sent a message to the federal 
government that it was unwill-
ing and unable to comply with 
the federal grant it had origi-
nally requested and potentially 
jeopardized the City’s future 
ability to seek federal grants 
in this area.  As an El Mirage 
taxpayer who values quality 

into SAFER-funded positions 
in October 2010, leaving the 
remaining three positions 
vacant and the City still in 
default of the federal grant.  
Management for the City of El 
Mirage exhausted all poten-
tial avenues for improving 
its budget while still fi nding 
a way to adequately fund our 
fi re department.  With united 
leadership from the Council 
and aggressive efforts from 
city management and staff, 
FEMA has now agreed upon 
a remediation plan to aid the 
City of El Mirage in regaining 
compliance.

I am extremely pleased to 
report the remaining three fi re 
fi ghter positions will be fi lled 

no later than June 28, 2011.  
Two of our former El Mirage 
fi re fi ghters will be returning 
from Afghanistan, where they 
have been working as con-
tract fi re fi ghters supporting 
the U.S. Military.  A third fi re 
fi ghter will join them as a new 
hire (as the previous individual 
ended up taking a job out of 
state).  Nearly a year after all 
this started, our El Mirage Fire 
Department will regain all six 
of its SAFER grant funded fi re 
fi ghter positions.  City staff, 
management and leadership 
should be congratulated for all 
of their hard work on behalf of 
these fi re fi ghters and ultimate-
ly, on behalf of residents of the 
City of El Mirage.
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CLASSICAL DENTISTRY
of EL MIRAGE

10111 N. El Mirage Rd. #4, El Mirage, AZ  85335

623-551-5444

EXAM & XRAY (FMX)$49.00

Any Major Dental Procedure
Denture | Crowns
Veneers | Bridges

Valid for New Patients
With mention of this ad. May Not Be Combined

With Any Other Offer. Expires 10/31/11

$50 OFF
Consultation on:

Second Opinions | Cosmetic Dentistry
Bridges | Implant Restorations

Porcelain Veneers | Crowns
With mention of this ad. May Not Be Combined

With Any Other Offer. Expires 10/31/11FREE
In Office Discount Plan*

(Non-Insured patients) with Crowns
Starting at $650
*some restrictions apply
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What’s Going on in El Mirage? Project Status
Grand Avenue Improvements
Irrigation and landscaping in the medians on the 
north side of Grand Avenue adjacent to the railroad 
including two El Mirage monument signs.

All Landscaping and irrigation work has been com-
pleted.  Contractor has submitted shop drawings 
for the monument signage for City’s review.

Concession Building at Gateway Park
Interior/exterior build out in accordance with the 
proposed lease agreement.

Construction expected to be completed by end of 
May, 2011

Construction of Solar Power Parking Shade 
Structures
Establish solar photovoltaic (PV) power generation 
at Gateway Park and the Court/Senior Center/Li-
brary complex.
The PV shade canopies serve the dual purpose of 
shaded parking and generating 80% of the facilities 
power. 

Project is funded with ARRA EECBG Grant funds 
matching a power purchase agreement with El 
Mirage Energy LLC. El Mirage Energy will own and 
operate the system with the City purchasing the 
power produced at rates below current APS rates. 
At the end of the power purchase term, the City will 
own and operate the system with no power costs.

Council approved an agreement with El Mirage 
Energy, LLC on October 14, 2010 for construction 
and power purchase.  Construction contingent to 
fi nal Building permit review and approval.

Paving in the Dysart Ranchettes
Converting the existing dirt streets within the sub-
division to paved local streets, except the private 
streets of Wolfl ey and
Sahuaro from 129th Avenue to 127th Avenue.  
Roadway construction is being funded by federal 
grants through the Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality (CMAQ) Program.

Dibble Engineering has completed the roadway 
Design Concept Report and submitted to ADOT 
for their review.  A Neighborhood Meeting was 
held on January 31, 2011, to inform of the tenta-
tive road construction schedule.
ADOT has issued the environmental clearance.

Improvements to Gentry Park
Improvements to Gentry Park include enlarging 
dugouts, refurbishing the ball diamond infi eld, addi-
tion of bat racks, addition of bleachers, and the soon 
to be completed remodeling of the existing conces-
sion building/restroom. The larger future project is to 
design and construct renovations to the existing ball 
diamond and surrounding area resulting in a fi nal 
form consistent with Gateway Park.

City in contact with Logan Simpson Design, the 
designer of Gateway Park, to begin discussion 
of project design.  Improvements are currently 
anticipated to occur in FY11-12. 

Paving of Downtown Alleys
To grade and pave the existing dirt alleys located 
throughout the downtown area.  The project con-
sists of a single lane of paved surface with asphalt 
millings for base and shoulder areas.  This project is 
being pursued in accordance with Chapter 23 “Dust 
Control” of the City Code.

Scope and fee proposal to complete the design 
was approved by City Council at the March 10, 
2011 meeting; a design kick-off meeting was held 
on March 31.  Project update meeting held with 
ADOT on April 26th, 2011.  Consultant is in design 
phase of the downtown alley paving project. 

Replacement of Downtown Waterline
This project primarily consists of replacing existing 
domestic water mains, installing new fi re hydrants 
and raised pavement markers, replace existing 
meters with new radio read water meters and meter 
boxes; trenching operations will include the follow-
ing: saw cutting, pavement removal and replace-
ment, sub grade and base material removal and 
replacement, compaction, curb and gutter and side-
walk removal and replacement.  The work is within 
existing alleys bounded by US 60 (Grand Avenue 
frontage road) to the north, Thunderbird Road to the 
south, Poppy Street to the west, and Luna Street to 
the east. 

The Notice to Proceed was issued on March 22, 
2011.  Replacement of the waterline main along 
the alleys west of Luna St and Verbena St are 
near completion. Testing will be completed the 
next couple of weeks.  Water services and meter 
replacement will follow.

Brisas Well Site #9
The construction of the new water well is needed 
to meet current water demands as identifi ed in the 
Water Master Plan. Once the new water well is com-
pleted and tested, engineering design of the well 
pump house, piping to the storage tank and other 
site improvements will be started.

Well drilling is complete with excellent water qual-
ity results.  Consultant has completed the prelimi-
nary design; Consultant will continue with the fi nal 
well site design.

Security Improvements at the Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant
This project includes the design and construction of 
security improvements to the Wastewater Treatment 
Facility including a partial block perimeter wall and 
access control. The treatment plant is the primary 
holding facility to a majority of the City’s various in-
frastructure assets and has been robbed in the past. 

Council to approve the Architectural Services 
Agreement.

Fire Station Construction
The City has contracted with LEA Architects to 
provide the design of the new fi re station. The fi re 
station is scheduled to be under construction this 
calendar year directly adjacent to the existing fi re 
station in accordance with the Council approved site 
relocation. Cost includes design, construction, site 
improvements, furnishings and a fi re engine. 

Contract amendment request to revise plans to 
the new location north of the existing fi re station 
has been accepted.  Revisions to the design have 
been completed. Invitations to bid the project for 
construction will be published the week of May 16. 
Bids to construct the stations are due June 14.

Citywide Drainage/Culverts
The project will provide access barriers to the 

eight existing culvert structures along the drainage 
wash from Dysart Road to Cactus Road. 

Scope and fee proposal to complete the design 
was approved by City Council at the March 10, 
2011 meeting.  Design concept review meeting 
was held on May 10. Preliminary design is ex-
pected to be completed by May 23.

Consultant to continue with the design of the 
access barriers to the culvert structures

It has been a busy six months in El Mi-
rage.  Back in December, fi ve new mem-
bers were sworn into offi ce, joining two 
existing City Council Members.  Together, 
all seven elected city leaders collaborated 
on identifying the key projects necessary 
to keep the City moving forward.  After 
numerous workshops and discussions, 
shared goals and priorities were set.  Now, 
at a midpoint in the year, we would like to 
share with you an update on some of the 
projects and work being done throughout 
our community. We believe city manag-

ment and staff has  made great progress 
in a very short amount of time, continuing 
efforts to make El Mirage a great place to 
live, work and play.  

Sincerely,
El Mirage City Council

P.S.  For a full listing of the City’s 
Capital Improvement Projects, please visit 
www.cityofelmirage.org. You can also get 
in touch with each of us by visiting the city 
website and selecting “Mayor & Council” 
to view our contact information.

Council Corner – Update on city projects
To make sure a 
building is safe, 
inspections can 
be scheduled

by calling 
623-933-8318. 

Inspection 
requests are 

received before 
4 p.m. and

will be done
the next 

business day.
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News from the El Mirage Fire Department
13513 N. El Mirage Road • 623-583-7968 • www.cityofelmirage.org/fi re

Operations and administration open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday

The El Mirage Fire 
Fighter Association held 
its fi rst annual – and huge-
ly successful – Kickball 
Tournament on Sunday, 
May 15.  The tournament, 
which featured eight kick-

Charity Kickball Tournament Kicks it up 

ball teams, sold out in a 
matter of days and raised 
nearly $1000 for El Mi-
rage.  Mayor Lana Mook 
and Council Member Jack 
Palladino attended and 
Halo 151, the Fire De-
partment Emergency Re-
sponse Helicopter, landed 
in the outfi eld for families 
and children to interact 
with the crews and sit 
inside the helicopter.

The charity formed to 
raise funds to benefi t local 

El Mirage Fire Fighter Kicks Ball for Charity.

El Mirage residents and 
organizations, including a 
potential scholarship fund 
for El Mirage students.  
“This was an awesome 
fi rst event,” said El Mirage 
fi re fi ghter and tournament 
organizer Steve Kruzel.  
“We had fantastic par-
ticipation, everyone had a 
great time and we raised 
much-needed funds for 
our community.” Teams 

Warmer weather 
often brings with it 
bees. Every spring 
and fall you may see 
bee colonies, which 
look like a big brown 
clump in a tree or 
shrub in a neighbor-
hood park or even in 
your own yard. These 
colonies are bees mi-
grating in search of a 
new home.  

Bee swarms or col-
onies have become 
known as African-
ized bees. Africanized 
bees were introduced 
into Brazil in 1956 
and slowly migrated 
North until they ar-
rived in Arizona in 
1993. The bees look 
the same as their Eu-
ropean cousins to the 
naked eye. The big 
difference is that Afri-
canized bees are more 
aggressive and have 
been known to defend 
their hives. 

What do I do if I 
see

bees in my yard?
If you see a swarm 

of bees in your yard 
the best course of ac-
tion is to just leave 
them alone.  They are 
only passing through 
and will be gone in a 
few days. 

If the bees have 
found a place to call 
home in your house, 
garage, wood pile, 
etc. then you will need 
to call a bee keeper. 

Bee Safety!

Making a run for it!
MORE BEES ON 10

MORE KICKBALL ON 10

AIR CONDITIONING • HEATING
PLUMBING • SOLAR WATER HEATERS

Locally Owned & Operated

PORA

g

LLC

JUNE
TUNE UP
ON A/C

WE WON’T BE UNDERSOLD

623-214-2366
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED AC ROC 241763 • AC ROC 219613 • PL ROC 258771 • PL ROC 249350

$3495
*restrictions apply.`

Exp. 6/30/11

Call forFREE Estimateto replace yourA/C System

APS Qualified Contractor
Financing Available OAC

Free Service Call 
With Any A/C Repair*

$10 Off Any 
Plumbing Repair*

*repairs over $100,
must present ad at time of service

A/C Coil Cleaning $5995

All offers expire 6/30/11A Sun Health Life Care Community
14154 Denny Boulevard, Litchfield Park, AZ 85340 • LaLomaVillage.com

The Vibrant Retirement Choice!
La Loma Village

La Loma Village Resident 
Shirley Fann
(pictured on left)

“I love to shop,
but the best
purchase I ever
made was the
La Loma Village
lifestyle!” 

Independent Living,  
Assisted Living 
and Skilled 
Nursing on 
one campus
• Resort-Style

Amenities
• Outstanding 

Dining
• The Peace of 

Mind of Life Care
• Friendly Atmosphere

The Only Retirement Community 
in the Southwest Valley with 

Guaranteed All-Inclusive Life Care!

For more information or a
personal tour, call Kathleen
Frederick or Lori Higuera

623-537-7500
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News from the El Mirage Police Department
14405 N. Palm St. • 623-933-1341 • www.cityofelmirage.org/police

Follow us on Facebook. Sign up for emergency notifi cations at www.nixle.com

There has been a recent 
trend in backfl ow preventer 
thefts from businesses in the 
West Valley, including El 
Mirage, Peoria and Surprise.  
Backfl ow valves, which are 
used to protect water sup-
plies from contamination 
or pollution, contain copper 
and are considered a valuable 
commodity. Thieves can 
expect to get $40 or more for 

every valve they steal; a typi-
cal replacement valve can 
have a retail cost approach-
ing $2,000. To date, back-
fl ow valves have been stolen 
from plumbing businesses, 
medical offi ces, schools and 
parks, and restaurants. 

Individuals enter busi-
nesses wearing fl uorescent 
safety vests and impersonate 
city workers, telling em-

ployees they are there to 
work on the valve and need 
to temporarily shut off the 
water. They then proceed 
to steal the backfl ow valves 
and leave the premises. El 
Mirage residents and busi-
nesses should know that city 
employees do not service 
backfl ow preventers on pri-
vate property – it is up to the 
property or business owner 

to have them serviced.
If you see a person or per-

sons working on a backfl ow 
preventer and feel they are 
not legitimate do not chal-
lenge them.  Instead, let them 
go about their business and 
discreetly call police. 

Resident alert: Surge in backfl ow preventer thefts in West Valley

El Mirage Police personnel again participated in the Law Enforcement Torch Run 
for Special Olympics held Friday, April 29. The annual event runs the Olympic Torch 
from various points in the state to the opening ceremony of the spring games held 
in Mesa. 

Running for a great cause

El Mirage Police Chief Steve Campbell receives the Special Olympics Torch 
from the Surprise Police Department contingent. 

MORE                                      ON 11
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The City of El Mirage 
will become the fi rst city 
in Arizona to use a public 
private partnership to gen-
erate electricity for some its 
facilities.  In just a few short 
weeks CORE Construction 
will break ground to begin 
building the City’s first 
two solar projects.  Pan-
eled shade structures at the 
El Mirage Senior Center 
and at Gateway Park are 
expected to generate ap-
proximately 80% of both 
facilities’ power needs.  
“This public private part-
nership is a great fi rst step in 
helping El Mirage become 
more energy effi cient and 
environmentally aware as 
a City,” said Vice Mayor 

David Shapera.  “A big 
component of our General 
Plan is sustainability and 
this is a cost-effective way 
to begin achieving that 
sustainability.”

Allison Suriano of Ken-
nedy Partners, whose com-
pany is partnering with El 
Mirage on the solar panel 
shade structures, agreed.  
“These public private part-
nerships are advantageous 
to the City because like 
schools and non-profits, 
government cannot take 
advantage of federal and 
state tax incentives.  How-
ever, private companies 
such as Kennedy Partners 
can.  And because we can 
utilize the incentives, we 

are able to drive the cost of 
the project down, which in 
turn benefi ts the City.”

Already the City of 
Phoenix is following in 
El Mirage’s footsteps and 
requesting bids from com-
panies for a similar partner-
ship.  Kennedy Partners 
expects even more cities 
to follow suit.    “Some-
body has to be the leader 
and take the fi rst step, El 
Mirage is doing just that,” 
said Suriano.

In addition to the solar 
panels going up Kennedy 
Partners will include an 
educational component 
the City can use to educate 
residents.  Kiosks and sig-
nage will be posted near the 

After several months of con-
struction, the El Mirage Walmart 
Supercenter became one of the 
fi rst Walmart stores in Arizona to 
implement a renewable energy 
initiative via solar panels. Manage-
ment at the El Mirage Walmart 
recently unveiled the store’s newly 
transformed roof, now covered 
with energy effi cient solar panels 
designed to produce up to 30 per-
cent of the store’s energy needs. 
“We were excited to learn our El 

Mirage store was one of the fi rst 
in the state to be chosen for this 
solar project,” stated Mayor Lana 
Mook. “Solar energy is a major 
industry for the West Valley and 
this is a great example of how 
solar energy can work for local 
businesses.”

Walmart’s move to solar energy 
represents a shift toward higher 
energy efficiency by reducing 
long-term energy costs while also 
creating more jobs to help main-

tain the project.  Walmart employs 
more than 2 million associates 
worldwide; the El Mirage Walmart 
Supercenter employs anywhere 
from 200-300 individuals from 
the West Valley area. Longtime 
resident and El Mirage Council 
Member Roy Delgado welcomes 
the jobs that might result from 
implementing renewable energy 
initiatives.  “As more businesses 
like Walmart implement solar 
technology, jobs related to the 

solar industry are also more likely 
to come to our area. This provides 
yet another opportunity for El 
Mirage residents to work closer 
to home.”

The El Mirage rooftop features 
crystalline solar panels designed, 
installed and maintained by Solar-
City, a national full-service solar 
provider for homeowners, busi-
nesses and government organiza-
tions with offi ces in Arizona. The 
project was made possible in part 

by fi nancing from National Bank 
of Arizona and incentives from the 
APS Renewable Energy Incen-
tive Program. “This was a really 
innovative, exciting project,” said 
Council Member Jim McPhetres. 
“We appreciated the opportunity 
Walmart extended to us to tour 
their solar panel project and learn 
more about their efforts to not only 
be good community partners but 
to also be good partners with the 
environment.”

Walmart brings solar power to El Mirage

Above, solar Panels atop the El Mirage Walmart Supercenter. 
Left, members of the El Mirage City Council and Dysart Commu-
nity Center tour the solar panel installation with Walmart Store 
Management.

El Mirage goes solar

canopies to show the en-
ergy being generated.  The 
information will also be 
posted on the City’s website 
at www.cityofelmirage.org 
so interested residents can 
track the energy as it is cre-
ated.  “El Mirage residents 
and children will soon be 
able to see for themselves 
how solar energy can be 

used and what it can do 
for the City,” said Council 
Member Joe Ramirez.

Completion of both solar 
panel projects is expected 
by fall, 2011.  At that time, 
visitors to Gateway Park 
and the El Mirage Senior 
Center will enjoy solar-gen-
erated electricity, covered 
parking and cooling sys-

tems and improved interior 
lighting.  “This really is a 
win-win for everyone” said 
Mayor Lana Mook.  “Our 
city gets two capital proj-
ects that improves these im-
portant community centers 
and we take advantage of a 
public private partnership 
that makes it all possible 
with no upfront costs.”

Example of Solar Panel Shade Structures.

maintained the City should 
not issue those bonds because 
if we were going to use tax 
dollars for something, it should 
be for higher priorities like our 
police and fi re.”

What are the plans for the 
future?  Council Member Jack 
Palladino shares his thoughts.  
“As of right now, building a 
new City Hall is not on my list 
of priorities.  Even though we 
still have the ability to issue 
those bonds, I would rather 
not.  I would like to see us 
move our police station out of 
trailers and into a more secure 
facility before we think about 
building a new City Hall.”

Council Member Lynn 

Selby also agrees now is not 
the right time to go for a new 
facility.  “The current City Hall 
is working just fi ne for us.  We 
have more important needs in 
the community besides build-
ing anything like what has 
been discussed.  With all the 
young families in El Mirage, I 
would prefer to see a state-of-
the art recreational facility with 
a pool for our kids.  A place 
where residents and families 
can go to swim and play – that 
would be a much better invest-
ment in my mind.”

Recently City Manager Dr. 
Spencer A. Isom implemented 
a series of reorganizations and 
effi ciency measures to maxi-

mize the existing city hall facil-
ity.  Code compliance offi cers 
were moved to the police de-
partment and building and fi re 
inspections are now housed 
with the fi re department.  The 
end result is that the life and 
use of the current city hall has 
been extended, eliminating the 
need for additional space.

“If it isn’t broken, don’t fi x 
it,” said Council Member Joe 
Ramirez.  “What we have right 
now works.  Let’s take care of 
more critical issues like im-
proving public safety and the 
services we provide residents 
before trying to fi x something 
that doesn’t need to be fi xed 
right now.”Council Member and life-long El Mirage resident Joe Ramirez.

CITY HALL: Will there be a new City Hall? From 1
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buildings will be on the 
northeast corner of Dysart 
and Thunderbird Roads, 
along the west end of the 
Walmart parking lot.  The 
stores are expected to be 
complete in 80 days and 
should be open for busi-
ness by late summer.

The City is also set 
to welcome another lo-
cal business, Karen’s 
Kreamery.  Construc-
tion is nearly complete 
on Karen’s Kreamery 
Café, located at Gateway 
Park and a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony is sched-
uled for Friday, June 17 
at 11:00 a.m.  Karen’s 
Kreamery will feature 
coffee, smoothies, sodas, 
Panini sandwiches, hot 
dogs, pretzels and Karen’s 
Signature homemade ice 
cream.  Wi-Fi will be avail-
able for Café customers who 
want to enjoy their morning 
coffee or afternoon snack 
while surfing the internet 
or working on their laptop.  
“Gateway Park is a fantastic, 
family-friendly park in its 
own right,” said Council 
Member Lynn Selby.  “The 
addition of Karen’s Kream-
ery really makes the park an 
even more attractive gather-
ing spot.”  Fellow Council 

Mayor Lana Mook breaks ground.

BUSINESSES: Under construction, From 1

Member Jack Palladino 
agrees.  “Now families and 
teams can enjoy the ameni-
ties of the park with the 
added benefi t of being able 
to grab an ice-cold soda or 
ice cream during a game or 
family activity.”

Joe Ramirez is a life-
long El Mirage resident 
and current member of the 
El Mirage City Council.  
“Growing up, we didn’t 
have these kinds of ameni-
ties so I’m really excited to 

see how Gateway Park has 
turned into such a wonderful 
recreational facility for the 
community.  It is a place you 
can go to play sports, watch 
the kids play and now, grab 
a nice lunch or snack.”

“Anytime a business 
locates in El Mirage our 
residents have more op-
tions to choose from locally 
which means their tax dol-
lars stay right at home,” 
added Council Member Jim 
McPhetres.

The City of El Mirage 
needs your help in being 
green. Bulk recycling bins 
were located at Gentry 
Park as a service to El 
Mirage residents but a 
rash of illegal dumping has 
forced the City to relocate 
the bins to El Mirage’s 
Public Works Facility at 
12000 W. Peoria Ave. 
where they will be under 
closer supervision. Drop 
off times are now Monday 
through Friday between 7 
a.m. and 3 p.m.  

Bulk recycling bins are 

 Illegal Dumping at Recycling Bins.

Illegal 
dumping 
costs you

located at Gateway Park 
and Surprise Elementary 
School and we ask for your 
help in ensuring that only 
appropriate materials are 
dropped off. If you see 
any illegal dumping, con-
tact 623-933-1341. Illegal 

dumping only harms the 
image of our City and ulti-
mately costs all residents by 
reducing the attractiveness 
of an area. Fines for illegal 
dumping start at $112 and 
can range upwards of $940 
not including court costs.

Not just hospice…Hospice of the Valley

BRINGING COMFORT AND DIGNITY AS LIFE NEARS ITS END…

Given the choice, most people would prefer a not-for-profit 
organization over a for-profit company to care for their loved ones 
at the end of life. Why? Because the money remaining after expenses 
goes to patient care and community programs, not to investors.

CALL TOLL-FREE 866.468.7070 OR VISIT HOV.ORG

YO U R  N OT- F O R- P R O F I T  H O S P I C E  S I N C E  1 9 7 7

Funding provided by donations designated for marketing.

Nursing Assistants Class Schedule

Cactus Wren Training Program
Approved by the Department of Health, Arizona State Board of Nursing and 
Licensed by the Arizona State Board for Private Post Secondary Education

Locations
10640 N 28th Dr.
Bldg C-107 and A-103
Phoenix, AZ 85029

FINANCIAL AID
AVAILABLE FOR

QUALIFIED
STUDENTS

OPEN HOUSE
May 19, 2011

1:30 pm – 4:30 pm
FREE CPR & First Aid Classes

for First 20 people

Morning Class Evening Class
(9:00 am to 1:15pm) (4 pm to 8:15 pm)

May 9, 2011 May 2, 2011
June 13, 2011 June 6, 2011

Call For Additional Start Dates

Phlebotomy
May 2 & June 1, 2011

8:30 am-12:30pm

Pharmacy Tech
May 3 & June 6, 2011

2:30 am-6:30pm

Nursing Assistants Class Schedule

Next Classes 

10%* OFF CNA Classes
* With Full Payment Limited offer!

Tel: 602-741-5526
602-633-2730

Registration online is now Available
www.cactuswrenhomecare.com

NEW
1833 W Main St.
#138
Mesa, AZ 85201

Course Offering:
• Nursing Assistant Classes
• Pharmacy Technician
• Phlebotomy Technician
• Caregiver training
• CPR and First Aid
• IV certification for LPN’S
• Assisted Living Facility Manager
• Caregiver CEU’s and Manager CEU’s
• Assistant Statement of Deficiencies
• Group home Start-up consultation
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COMMUNITYWIDE
SPECIAL EVENTS

CPR Training for El Mi-
rage Residents – June 25: 
Everyone should know how to 
perform CPR in the event of 
an emergency, especially with 
swimming season upon us.  
Knowing CPR can save a loved 
one’s life. You can learn how 
to perform the life-saving skill 
through CPR classes offered by 
the El Mirage Fire Department.  
Classes are held quarterly at the 
El Mirage Elementary School, 
directly across from the fi re sta-
tion. The next available class is 
June 25 and begins 9 a.m. The 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR AND RECREATION SERVICES 
class is free,  but the certifi cation 
card and study guide is $10 for 
El Mirage residents and $45 
for non-residents. Call the El 
Mirage Fire Department at 623-
583-7968 for more information.

EL MIRAGE
SENIOR CENTER 

14010 N. El Mirage Road
623-876-4232

At the El Mirage Senior Cen-
ter, we have created a warm and 
welcoming environment for all El 
Mirage seniors to come spend 
their time. When you come to 
the center, we will welcome you 
with open arms. You will come in 
as a stranger, but leave as fam-
ily.  Hot meals are served 11:30 
a.m. to El Mirage Senior’s daily 
for $2.50. Hours of operation 
are Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.  Seniors 55+ and 
better are welcome. 
Monthly On-going Activities

Mondays 1st & 3rd of each 
month, 10 a.m. – Blood Pres-
sure Checks

Mondays, 9:30 a.m. – Arts 
& Crafts

Mondays, Wednesdays & 
Fridays, 9:30 a.m. – Exercise

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 8:30 
a.m. – Senior Strides walking 
club

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:30 
a.m. – BINGO for prizes!

Wednesdays & Fridays, 9:30 
a.m. – Wii Bowling

Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. – Tex-
as Hold’em

Fridays 1st & 3rd, 9:30 a.m. 
– Rummage Sale

Every Third Wednesday, 10 
am – Birthday Celebration

Once to twice a month – 
Fieldtrips to destination spots

EL MIRAGE
BRANCH LIBRARY 

14011 N. 1st Ave.
602-652-3000 

Summer Reading Programs
WILDMAN PHIL & DES-

ERT CREATURES, June 9 
(Thursday) 1 p.m.:  Naturalist & 
humorist Phil Rakoci has a living 
laboratory of the desert and Phil 
takes his ‘pets’ on the road to 
educate and entertain all ages. 
Performance is at the Dysart 
Community Center, 14414 N. 
El Mirage Rd. 

GREAT ARIZONA PUPPET 
THEATER, June 23 1 p.m.: 
Enjoy the GREAT ARIZONA 
PUPPET THEATER with a 
repertoire of over 50 shows, 
including classic fairy tales, 
original stories and educational 
programs. Performance is at 
the Dysart Community Center, 
14414 N. El Mirage Rd. 

CHILDREN
ONE WORLD STORY TIME 

- June 7, 14, 21, 28 (Tuesday) 
10 a.m.:  Ages 1-5 and their 
caregivers. Join the Summer 
Reading Program. El Mirage 
Branch Library, 14011 N. 1st 
Ave.

ALL AGES
FAMILY MOVIE - June 16 & 

30 (Thursday) 3:30 p.m.: Regis-
ter for Summer Reading today, 
then relax and take a break from 
the heat with a favorite family 
movie in the library. 

FRIENDS BOOK SALE, 
June 24 (Friday) 5 p.m.:  Great 
deals on used books and mov-
ies! Located at the El Mirage 
Civic and Cultural Center, right 
next to the library. Space pro-
vided by Fourth Friday event. 

ADULTS
FRIENDS OF THE EL MI-

RAGE LIBRARY - June 28 
(Tuesday) 1:30 p.m.: Join the 
Friends and help support your 
library. New members wel-
come!

EL MIRAGE HOMEBUYER 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
– Tuesday, June 14:  Need help 

purchasing a home? This feder-
ally funded program provides 
down payment and/or closing 
costs assistance to purchase a 
house in El Mirage.

Applications are available 
at El Mirage City Hall at 12145 
NW Grand Ave. Currently, there 
is not a waiting list. It is on a fi rst 
come, fi rst serve basis.

Monthly homebuyer assis-
tance informational seminars 
are held on the second Tuesday 
of each month at 6 pm in the El 
Mirage Senior Center, 14010 N 
El Mirage Road, El Mirage.  The 
next seminar is June 14. Seating 
is limited, call 623-876-2959 to 
reserve a seat.

DYSART
COMMUNITY CENTER -
14414 N. El Mirage Road

623-974-4156
ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES

ESL CLASSES - English as 
a Second Language (ESL) Reg-
istration is Wednesday Sept. 7, 
8 AM-8 PM. The program fee is 
a $60 one-time fee that includes 
two study books and the use 
of the Rosetta Stone program. 
Classes are taught 1-on-1 and 
are from September to May. 
For information contact Susie 
Ratley at susier@dysartcommu-
nitycenter.org or 623-974-4156 
to register.

GED PREPARATION 
CLASSES - Wednesday 6-
8PM. Contact Susie Ratley 
at susier@dysartcommunity-
center.org or 623-974-4156 to 
register.

YOUTH  SUMMER PRO-
GRAM - Youth Summer Camp 
begins June 6, $10/week for El 
Mirage Residents, $20/week for 
non-El Mirage residents

8:30am – 3 pm, Monday 
through Thursdays

June 6- July 14th
Contact Priscilla Pena at 

priscillap@dysartcommunity-
center.org or 623-583-2137.

RECRUITING TEENAGE 
VOLUNTEERS - Dysart Com-
munity Center is looking for 
teenager volunteers to help with 
our youth summer camp. Volun-
teers must be at least 16 years 
of age and be able to volunteer 
for the entire days (8:30am-
3pm). Contact Jessie Singer 
for information at jsinger@
dysartcommunitycenter.org or 
623-249-3812.

EL MIRAGE
SPORTS ACTIVITIES

YOUTH & ADULT SPORTS
Coed, Men & Women Slow-

Pitch Softball League - The City 
of El Mirage and NSA is always 
seeking Coed teams for play 

We Service Most Vehicles!

8590 W. Bell Road
Peoria

(Next to Moore Chrysler Jeep)

623-972-7199
mooreauto.com

Family Owned
& Operated
GLENDALE • PEORIA 

SUN CITY • LUKE A.F.B.

• Factory Trained Technicians
• Factory  Parts
• Convenient Shuttle

Convenient Hours: 
   Monday - Friday
 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

   Saturday
 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

$179 HEAD LAMP RESTORATION
New headlamps can cost up to $300 ea. or can be restored for much less.

See your service advisor for details.

With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks. Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-5-11.

PEORIA SUBARU

Michael Anderson
from Avondale

Pair

PEORIA SUBARU$1995 
LUBE, OIL & FILTER

Includes up to 5qts of oil, Chasis lube,  Factory Filter and labor
With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks. Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-5-11.

PEORIA
Welcoming our new

Service Advisor

Grand
Opening

SHADE
SCREENS

8:00-5:00 Mon. thru Fri.

Sun City
Sun Control
11212 Michigan Ave.
Youngtown, AZ979-6227

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

Call Us For All Your Window Covering Needs

• Sun Screens
• Insect Screens
• Screen Doors
• Patio Blinds
• Installation available

for all products

8:00-5:00 Mon. thru Fri.

National GlassNational Glass
& Mirror& Mirror

• Custom Mirrored Walls
• Deco Mirrors Designed

& Built
• Glass Furniture Tops
• Tub & Shower Doors
• Window & Door Repair

& Replacement
• Auto Glass Specialists

For All Your Glass Needs

623-933-8203
11212 Michigan Ave., Youngtown, AZ
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MIRRORS

• MIRRORS • SHOWER DOORS

• RESIDENTIAL • AUTO
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SHOWER
DOORS

LICENSED INSURED

25%ARIZONA TAX

SAVE 10%
FEDERAL TAX 

CREDIT

Golden Door Chapel

11211 W. Michigan Ave.

Youngtown, AZ 85363

623-979-7111 rrs TM

Offering quality

services at a

lower cost -

guaranteed
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during the Spring, Summer and 
Fall Seasons for Friday and/or 
Sunday nights at Gateway Park.  
Each team is guaranteed 8 regu-
lar season games with a single 
elimination tournament at the 
end of each season. NSA rules 
apply for all leagues. Entry fee 
is $350 plus $25 registration fee 
(does not include umpire fees). 
10 team Maximum for Friday 
Night only! Those interested can 
contact Chris Franciscus by email 
at chris@playnsaaz.com or by 
phone at 412-874-4074.

Over 30 - Coed Adult Soc-
cer League - The West Valley’s 
premier Adult Coed Soccer 
League has created a place 
where you can go to play the 
sport your body needs, without 
the usual hustle and bustle of a 
traditional Fitness Center and 
Health Club.  With the state-of-
the-art new El Mirage Gateway 
Sports Complex, acoustically 
designed fi elds, and children-
friendly playgrounds, you can 
play soccer in a friendly atmo-
sphere. For league information 
go to www.azcoedsoccer.com 
or call 1-800-BSA-0886. 

White Tanks Little League  
- Although White Tanks Little 
League is in season you can 
get more information regarding 
summer and fall baseball and the 
league by visiting www.eteamz.
com/whitetanksll. Volunteer Board 
Members are also needed each 
season!  If you are interested and 
able to be part of the White Tanks 
Little League Board, contact WTLL 
at 623-241-4602 or whitetanksll@
msn.com 

Benfica Youth Soccer 
League  - This on-going acad-
emy uses soccer education 
to bring out greatness in our 
community’s youth and families. 
The academy provides the high-
est success rate of youth soccer 
players in order to further their 
personal goals and aspirations. 
We are proud to provide year 
round developmental soccer 
in a festive environment for the 
whole family.

Registered participants in 
the Monday - Thursday (6 -8:30 
pm) academy will be taught the 
sport of soccer by professional 
trainers and coaches. For in-
formation on upcoming soccer 
programs call 1-800-BSA-0886 
or go to www.azbenfi ca.org 

El Mirage Martial Arts 
Academy - The City of El Mi-
rage Martial Arts Academy is 
enrolling for Okinawa Karate 
classes to all ages at the El 
Mirage Senior Center – 14010 
N. El Mirage Rd. 

  Kids ages 6 to 12 are 
taught in a traditional, structured 
setting, without forgetting that 
Karate can be fun! Students 
learn effective self-defense skills 
through diligent training. Stu-
dents routinely learn life skills. 
Each class is available for a $45 
monthly fee. 

Adults age 13 and up train 
at their own speed. Students 
work to develop into healthy, 
well conditioned individuals, both 
physically and mentally. Monday 
& Wednesday Evenings: 6 to 7 
p.m. - (Ages 6 - 12) and 7 to 8:30 
p.m. - (Ages 13 - Up) .

For information, call Martial 
Arts Instructor Richard Gutkosay 
at 623-628-6725 or 602-721-
4587.

Ladies Fitness Boot Camp 
- Participants can join classes 
on any Monday. The classes 
run three days a week for four 
weeks from 1 to 1.5 hours. Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday 
classes take place from 5 a.m. 
- 6:10 a.m.

All El Mirage Residents get 
a 50% off for their fi rst month.  
This is a $100 value! To get 
started go to www.ladiesfi tness-
bootcamp.com and fi ll out the 
registration form.

You can fi nd more informa-
tion about the camp at www.
ladiesfi tnessbootcamp.com or 
contact Tracey at 623-252-1FIT 
(1348).

CALENDAR: June 2011 events, From 8

As the sixth largest lodge 
in the nation, the Sun City 
Elks Lodge 2559 is one 
of El Mirage’s (and the 
West Valley’s) best kept 
secrets.  Its more than 2,700 
members are active in area 
schools, hosting academic 
contests and drug-aware-
ness presentations as well 
as providing recognition 
to local students exhibit-
ing leadership skills and 
community involvement 
and offering educational 
scholarships.  On Monday, 
May 2, the Elks celebrated 

Students 
Honored 
by Elks

Exalted Ruler Dale Blomker Presenting the 5th An-
nual Community Partnership Award to Scoutmaster 
Rex Dillon, Boy Scout Troop #298.

their annual Youth Activi-
ties Award Banquet, which 
was attended by El Mirage 

Mayor Lana Mook and 
included awards to students 
from Dysart High School.

Present This Coupon 
& Receive

15% OFF
Any Jewelry or 
Watch Repair

Exp. 6/30/11

EXCELLENCE IS OUR FAMILY TRADITION

Open
Mon- Fri 9am-5pm

Sat 9am-1pm
Closed Sunday

̴̴9885 W. Bell Road • Campana Square • Sun City
(623) 972-6130 •  www.setterbergjewelersaz.com

Serving the Sun Cities Since 1968

WE BUY GOLD

11717 NW Grand Ave
(Grand & Thunderbird/Waddell)

623-544-1544
5237 W Glendale Ave
(Glendale & 53rd Ave)

623-939-3326

“Your Neighborhood Zoo”

$5 OFF
Any Purchase of $30 or more

One coupon per household. Expires 12/31/10

www.prattspets.com

Pratt’s Pet Store
Healthy Pet Foods, Supplies & Savings

6/30/11

Over 35
Models of

Grandfather
Clocks

Hundreds of
Wall, Mantel
& Cuckoos

100’S OF GIFT IDEAS

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION

SPECIAL!
Watch

Battery &
Installation

$200
Tax Included. No Limit. Exp. 7-30-11 ELN/YTRIT’S YOUR MONEY, TAKE TIME

TO COMPARE PRICES!

WE BUY & SELL
• Gold & Silver Jewelry
• Coins • Diamonds
• Necklaces • Watches

• Rings • Pocket Watches
• Antique Clocks

Over 8,000
Different
Watches

WE MAKE
HOUSECALLS

WWW.NEWENGLANDCLOCKSHOP.COM

9835 W. Bell Rd., Sun City • 623-977-6202

NEW ENGLAND CLOCK SHOP
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1970 • SPECIALISTS IN NEW & ANTIQUE CLOCK & WATCH REPAIRS • FREE IN-STORE ESTIMATES

20%OFF $1.49

QUALITY CLEANING AT
WHOLESALE PRICES!

112th Ave & California
Grand Avenue  

Close to EVERYWHERE

623-977-2571
WWW.RITECLEANER.COM

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED,
SERVING SURPRISE, SUN CITIES,

& PEORIA FOR 40 YEARS!

EACH NO LIMIT

RITE DRY CLEANERS
Anniversary Special!

OFF ALL
40%

623-977-2571
Coupon must be presented with incoming order and is not 

valid with any other offer of discount.
Excludes suede, leather, alterations & households. 

Exp. 7-30-11.

Garment Dry 
Cleaning Blankets,

Spreads,
Quilts & Drapes

RITE DRY CLEANERS

623-977-2571
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases Exp. 7-30-11.

RITE DRY CLEANERS
Mens Laundered

Shirts on Hangers

623-977-2571
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases Exp. 7-30-11.

RITE DRY CLEANERS

Hours: Monday - Friday 6:30am-4:30pm

Dry Cleaning & Drapery Care SPECIALISTS

Serving the area since 1971

Specialized Treatment for All Dry Cleaning

Expert Care By Rite Cleaners’ Owner
He Personally Takes Care
Of Your Drapes & Shears

• Free In-Home Estimates • Free Pick-up/Delivery
• Free Take-down & Rehang • Sheers Handwashed
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When should I call
the Fire Department?

• You should call the fi re depart-
ment, by dialing 9-1-1, if someone 
is being attacked (not just because 
there are bees fl ying around) or if 
someone is having an allergic re-
action to a bee sting (this is a true 
emergency).

• Call the fire department if 
someone has become trapped in a 

building or car with lots of bees.
If you are being attacked you 

should cover your head and face as 
much as possible. Try pulling your 
shirt over your head and around 
your face. Run inside an enclosed 
building, house or even a car and 
close the doors and windows.

Contrary to popular opinion, the 
fi re department does not remove bee 
colonies or hives. Many times the 

fi re department is called to “kill the 
bees.”  This is not a good practice. 
The world bee population has been 
experiencing a signifi cant decline for 
the past several years. This affects 
not only honey production but bil-
lions of dollars worth of crops that 
depend on bees for pollination.

If you want bees removed, look 
in the yellow pages under “bee re-
moval” or “beekeepers”. 

BEES: Look out for bees and consider helpful tips, From 4

As things begin to heat 
up, brush and weeds be-
gin to dry out, providing 
a significant fuel source 
for an errant spark or em-
ber to grow into a serious 
brush fire. 

In 2010 the El Mi-
rage Fire Department 
responded to 13 brush 
fires within the City of El 
Mirage. Because of the 

conscious efforts of the 
public by ensuring that 
the weeds and brush on 
their property was kept 
in check, there was no 
property damage. 

Accumulations of nat-
ural waste, such as grass 
clippings, weed growth, 
and shrubbery cuttings, 
are not only unsightly but 
also represent a serious 

fire hazard.  All too often 
these accumulations oc-
cur at or near fence lines 
that are next to streets 
or alleys. This makes 
accidental ignition from 
a carelessly discarded 
cigarette a good pos-
sibility. 

So before the tempera-
ture rises too high take 
some time to clear your 

property of dead vegeta-
tion, weeds and other de-
bris. Vacant lots need to 
have the grass and weeds 
controlled and not allow 
them to grow higher than 
6-inches.   Remember 
to dispose of the waste 
properly and that open 
burning of weeds, grass, 
trash, and other materials 
is prohibited.

Brush Fires: An Ever-Present Threat Analysis of Incidents
for April 2011:

Structure fi res - 5
Other fi res - 5
EMS calls - 197      
False Alarms - 8
Other service calls - 80
TOTAL - 295   
Total Fire Loss = $0

Public Education/Community Activities
• 1- Blood Pressure Check
• Taught 5 CPR classes
• 1- Station Tour
• 2- Public Relations Events
  (Eater Egg Hunt & Community
   Clean-up Event)
• Total Public Attendance
 - 259 - Adults
 - 418- Children

Training Hours = 579 hours
• Live Fire training: Goodyear Fire Department 

Fire Prevention
• Conducted 57 annual fi re inspections

Signifi cant Incidents/Activities
• 4/16/11 – E122 responded to a reported pediat-

ric (11 year old) code with parents performing CPR.  
E122 arrived on scene in 00:03:22 and found the 
patient breathing but in severe respiratory distress 
from an asthma attack. EMFD paramedics initiated 
advanced life support treatment and transported 
the patient to the closest medical facility for further 
treatment. Upon arrival at the hospital the patient’s 
condition had improved. The patient’s family sent 
the following thank-you note:

“Words cannot express that gratitude that our 
family feels towards the El Mirage Fire Department 
members that responded to our home, and saved 
our daughter’s life on April 16th. Everyone was so 
compassionate. Thank you for all you do!!”

from the fi re departments 
of Sun City West, Buck-
eye and El Mirage, along 
with an El Mirage police 
department team, a City 
of El Mirage team, and a 
team of local residents all 
competed.  One of the Sun 

City West Fire Depart-
ment teams walked away 
with the winning trophy, 
a gift card to Barros Pizza 
and bragging rights for the 
year.  “Don’t worry,” said 
El Mirage Fire Fighter 
Tom Jury.  “We will defi -

nitely be back next year 
to reclaim that trophy.”  
Kruzel added that more 
events were being planned 
for later in the year to 
continue raising funds for 
El Mirage.  

To learn more about 

the El Mirage Firefi ghter 
Association Charity or 
contribute ideas for com-
munity activities and 
fundraising, visit www.
facebook.com/elmirage-
fi refi ghterassociationchar-
ity.

KICKBALL: Firefi ghter Association Charity, From 4

HUD homes tour around the metropolitan area.
Start at our office Saturday 10 am

Tour stops 15 minutes at each house.
We welcome you or your agent.

17505 N. 79th Ave.
Glendale AZ 85308

www.hudhometours.com

Bell Rd

75
th

 A
ve

.

Tour 6 homes in your area

call 623-466-7744
or visit us at

www.hudhometours.com

RSVP

Follow

CERRETA
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The safety and security of the citizens of 
El Mirage and neighboring cities is vitally 
important.

From May 23 through June 5, the El 
Mirage Police Department is participating in 
the national “Click It or Ticket” mobilization 
enforcement program. The program is aimed 
at ensuring all motor vehicle occupants are 
buckled up day and night to reduce the risk of 
injury and death caused in traffi c crashes.  

Regular seat belt use is the single most 
effective way to protect people and to reduce 
fatalities in motor vehicle crashes. High-vis-
ibility enforcement such as the Click It or 
Ticket mobilization is credited with increas-
ing the national belt usage rate from 58 per-
cent in 1994 to an observed usage rate of 85 
percent in 2010. Belt use saves thousands of 
lives each year across America.In 2009 alone, 
seat belts saved 12,713 lives nationwide. 

‘Click It or Ticket’ Campaign
Summer break is right 

around the corner and 
the El Mirage Police De-
partment would like to 
remind residents of the 
City curfew ordinance. 
For persons under the 
age of 18, curfew is 10 
p.m., unless accompa-
nied by a parent or other 
lawful adult. The Police 
Department will enforce 
curfew laws. Violations 
may result in fi nes and/
or imprisonment. More 
information can be found 
at www.cityofelmirage.
org/police.  

Curfew enforced

The El Mirage Police Department participated in the national “Take Back Initiative” in 
April. Sponsored by the Drug Enforcement Agency, the event provided an opportunity 
for El Mirage residents to dispose of expired and/or unused medications. El Mirage 
Police Offi cers and Volunteers collected approximately 43 pounds of drugs during 
the April event. 

Drug disposal event successful

El Mirage Police Offi cers and Volunteers prepare collected medications for 
destruction.

Includes up to 5 quarts of premium oil,

chassis lube, oil filter & labor

With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks. Disposal
 fee extra. Not valid with other offers or prior services.

Exp. 7-16-11.
ELM

Regular price $28.50 • Includes alternator
output & battery tests, starter & electrical

system draw tests

With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks.
Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-16-11.

ELM

Includes all 4 tires balanced & rotated, inspection
of brake pads, calipers, brake lines & hoses,

rotors and inspection for leaks

  With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks.
Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-16-11.

ELM

Includes oxygen sensors, fuel injection
service, fuel filter & air filter

With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks.
Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-16-11.

ELM

Regular price $59.95. Lube, oil & filter, brake
inspection. Complete vehicle inspection.

With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks. Disposal fee extra. 
Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-16-11.

ELM

For sure stops, we install brake pads or shoes,
resurface drums or rotors & adjust drum

brakes on serviced axle.

With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks.
Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-16-11.

ELM

Regular price $89.99

With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks.
Special Honda & Toyota fluids extra.

Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-16-11.
ELM

Helps prevent early tire wear with computerized
accuracy, plus we inspect steering &

suspension.Regular price $79.99

With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks. Parts & shims
extra if needed. Most cars & light trucks.

Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-16-11.
ELM

With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks.
Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-16-11.

ELM

VEHICLE HAVING PROBLEMS?
CHECK ENGINE LIGHT ON?

Surging • Hesitation • Lack of power
Regular price $10000

With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks.
Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-16-11.

ELM

Regular price $109.95

With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks.
Special GM, Ford, Chrsyler & Dex coolant extra.

Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-16-11.
ELM

For non-scheduled maintenance service.
Maximum Discount $50

With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks.
Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-16-11.

ELM

Regular price $109.95

With this coupon. Most cars & light trucks.
Special GM, Ford, Chrsyler & Dex coolant extra.

Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-16-11.
ELM

Visual inspection of drive belts, hoses & pulleys. Test system for pressure & leaks. 
Test cooling capacity

With this coupon. Freon & repairs additional if needed. Dye test at additional charge. Most cars & light trucks.
Not valid with other offers or prior services. Exp. 7-16-11.

ELM

90 DAYS
No Interest

OAC

June Specials!

GLENDALE · 623-842-1005
7105 N. 51st Ave.

GLENDALE 42 1005623 84
THE COLLISION REPAIR SHOP THAT PAINTS CARS.THE COLLISION REPAIR SHOP THAT PAINTS CARS
UH-OH...Better Get Maaco!®

Plus Value Prep

NOW...$29995*

*Must present coupon at time of estimate Exp. 6-30-11

* Not valid with any other offer. Maaco Collisions Repair & Auto Painting centers are independent franchises of Maaco Franchising, Inc.
Prices, hours & service may vary

1/2 OFF PRESIDENTIAL PAINT SERVICE
Reg. $59995

®

Want a gift for your special occasion?

GIVE HER
Diamond Anniversary Ring
Birthstone Pendants
Dazzling White Gold Ring

GIVE HIM
New Seiko Watch

Figaro Neck Chain
Gucci Bracelet



Get Off Your Ke me to DEESTER!

Repos – NO PROBLEM!
Foreclosures – NO PROBLEM!

Multi Auto Loans – NO PROBLEM!

We Consign
Cars,

No Fees,

We Buy Cars

12555 NW

Grand Ave.

Grand & Greenway

100 %Credit Approval!We GuaranteeIt!

LUBE, OIL, FILTER
$1297* Call for

Appointment
*Most Vehicles, with this coupon. Exp. 7-5-11

FREE 30
POINT

VEHICLE
INSPECTION!

NO PURCHASE
NECESSARY

COMPLETE A/C
INSPECTION

$1995* Call for
Appointment

*Most Vehicles, with this coupon. Exp. 7-5-11

PM

2007 Toyota Corolla
$12,999

2005 Dodge Magnum
$11,999

2000 Buick Park Avenue
$4,999

2007 Hyundai Santa Fe
$13,999

2004 Mercury Grand Marquis
$7,399

2004 Cadillac DeVille
$8,999

2008 Chevrolet HHR
$11,999

2007 Hyundai Sonata
$9,999

2006 Nissan Altima
$10,999

2007 Chevrolet Cobalt
$9,999

2006 Chrysler PT Cruiser
$8,999

1993 Dodge Stealth
$4,999

2004 Toyota 4-Runner
$13,999

2005 Toyota Camry
$10,499

2003 Honda Civic
$7,999

2004 Chevrolet Venture
$5,999

2002 Chevrolet S-10
$7,499

2006 Scion XB
$13,999

MV619 MV618 MV639 MV615 MV634 MV643

MV627 MV626 MV638 MV632 MV631 MV630

MV635 MV644 MV629 MV598 MV591 MV628
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