Arizona’s Opportunity City

<

ﬁ
HJ)\

0

www.cityofelmirage.org

OnAug. 25, Mayor Lana
Mook and the El Mirage
City Council recognized
state Senator John Nelson
for his hard work on behalf
of the City of El Mirage
and his representation in
the Arizona State Senate. El
Mirage is one of eight cities
and towns represented by
Senator Nelson in Legisla-
tive District 12.

“As a small West Valley
City, E1 Mirage is very lucky
to have Senator John Nelson
representing us in the Ari-
zona Senate,” said Mayor
Lana Mook. “I have found
him to be very informed and
very dedicated to represent-
ing us as his constituents.”

Council Member Jack
Palladino also expressed
his appreciation for Senator
Nelson. “Nelson is someone

who keeps his word and
will fight for what is right.”
Palladino added that he es-
pecially appreciated Senator
Nelson’s open-door policy.
“He’s not pretentious at all.
He makes time to meet with
you and listen to you.”

Prior to becoming a state
senator, John Nelson served
on the Phoenix City Council
for 16 years. His success-
ful background as a pro-
fessional engineer and his
extensive leadership in mu-
nicipal government enables
Senator Nelson to have an
in-depth understanding of
the complex and challeng-
ing issues facing city and
town governments across
Arizona.

Nelson is one of 10 legis-
lators serving in the Arizona
Legislature with a back-
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Senator John Nelson, a Champlon for El Mirage

ground in municipal govern-
ment. “With all the budget
constraints facing federal,
state and local governments,
it is important to really un-
derstand the needs of cities
and towns when making
budget cuts and passing on
unfunded mandates,” said
Senator Nelson. “Taxpayers
need the critical services that
cities and towns provide.”
“Here in El Mirage, we
are trying very hard to de-
liver quality services to our
residents within a very tight
budget,” described Council
Member Joe Ramirez. “We
have outstanding police and
fire departments, low crime
rates, good parks, and good
infrastructure but it is tough
to continue providing these
when the State continues
to take away revenue. I'm

Sen. John Nelson rep-
resents the City of El
Mirage in the Arizona
State Legislature.

thankful we have some-
one like Senator Nelson in
the Legislature who under-
stands where we are coming
from and the challenges we
are facing.”

In 2011, Senator Nelson
successfully passed S.B.
1226 on behalf of El Mirage,
providing the City with an
optional tool to raise rev-
enue and balance the City
budget. In early January, El
Mirage officials were antici-
pating a nearly $4.7 million
budget deficit for FY 11-12
due in part to predictions
of a substantial decrease in
the City’s population and
pending legislation to cut
state shared revenues, which
makes up nearly 40 percent
of the City’s general fund
revenue sources.

S.B. 1226 allows mu-
nicipalities of a certain size
the ability to request voter
approval of an additional
temporary secondary levy to
finance a specific municipal
need. The legislation, which

Voters to consider swimming pool, police station

Next month, El1 Mirage
voters will receive infor-
mation and mail-in ballots
for Nov. 8 special election.
In the election, voters will
consider whether or not
to grant approval for the
City of El Mirage to issue
general obligation bonds
for the purpose of building
a community recreational
facility with a swimming
pool; available to residents
at a reduced rate and a
secure, permanent police
station to adequately house
the El Mirage Police De-
partment. Currently, El
Mirage residents do not
have access to a local com-
munity recreational facility
with a swimming pool, and
the existing police station
is housed on trailers and
modular buildings.

Voters can expect to
receive information in the
form of a “Voter Informa-
tion Pamphlet” describing

Above: Proposed swimming pool would provide
recreational opportunities for El Mirage residents.
Left: Cramped conditions, inadequate space led
the Council to ask for voter-approval for a new El

Mirage police station.

the bond election the week
of Oct. 3. Mail-in ballots
will be sent to voters the
week of Oct. 15. For more

information, contact the
City Clerk’s office at 623-
876-2925, or rsaathoft@
cityofelmirage.org.

Fourth Friday continues fun for entire family

With summer at an end and temperatures slowly
(too slowly) lowering, El Mirage will host another
Fourth Friday 6 to 9 p.m. Sept. 23.

Join family, friends, neighbors, and visitors
alike at the popular community event featuring
free entertainment and fun. Professional artist
Rebecca Bergman and hip-hop group FootKlan

Dance Troupe will be featured throughout the eve-
ning. Local food vendors will also be on hand to
tempt the palette with a variety of culinary treats.
The event will take place in the plaza adjacent to
the El Mirage Senior Center at 14010 N. El Mirage
Road. For more information, contact Angela Serda
at aserda@cityofelmirage.org, or 623-876-2942.

623-972-8116

was signed by Governor
Jan Brewer, expires Nov. 6,
2012. Before that date, mu-
nicipalities could establish
an additional secondary levy
on a one-time basis only.
However, the levy must ex-
pire at a maximum of seven
years and requires voter ap-
proval before a City could
implement the measure.

“If EI Mirage wanted
to pass a one-time only,
temporary levy as a way to
continue successfully pro-
viding essential city services
without negatively impact-
ing residents, I think voter
approval is the way to go,”
explained Senator Nelson.
“Residents have a right to
say for themselves what
services they are and are
not willing to fund. Instead
of arbitrarily passing a new
tax on the residents, the El
Mirage City Council only
wanted the ability to ask the
voters for their input. Voter
approval is the ultimate form
of democracy.”

Ultimately, after an ar-
duous six month budget
process and better-than-
projected census figures,
city officials were able to
reduce the deficit and pass a
balanced budget without re-
sorting to using the legisla-
tion. The Council voted 7-0
on June 23 to not seek voter
approval of an additional,
temporary secondary levy
to help provide for public
safety services.

Stated Mayor Lana
Mook: “S.B. 1226 was only
intended to provide the City
with an additional tool in
the budget toolbox. It was
good to know we had an
emergency measure to help
avoid laying off our police
officers and fire fighters
- but it was even better to

More NELSON on 7
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Senior Citizens want you...A letter from seniors and friends

We are the Senior Citi-
zens of the El Mirage Senior
Center and together we are
asking each of you El Mi-
rage Seniors 55 years and
better to come join us! We
would love to have your
company and get to know
you better.

Here at the El Mirage
Senior Center we provide
quality care, resources and
assistance to El Mirage
senior citizens. We provide
opportunities to participate
in an organized lunch meal
program that emphasizes
wellness, nutrition and
healthy diets. The Center
is designed to enhance se-
niors’ lives by providing
a positive, nurturing and

El Mirage seniors are like family at the Senior Center..

supportive social environ-
ment.

We are seeking volun-
teers in the community who
enjoy sharing their skills
and talents in bringing di-
verse, uplifting and enrich-
ing activities to our center.

The seniors are interested in
various activities to include
arts and crafts, card play-
ing, computer education,
language classes, health &
wellness, exercise, painting,
knitting, crocheting, jewelry
making, floral design and

most of all making new
friends.

If you would like more
information, including our
monthly lunch and activi-
ties calendar, visit www.
cityofelmirage.org/recre-
ation and click on the Se-

nior Center. You can also
contact Doug Strong at
623-876-4232, or dstrong@
cityofelmirage.org or just
stop on by and pay us a visit.
We will welcome you with
open arms.
El Mirage Senior Center
is open 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day (excluding holidays),
and is at 14010 N El Mirage
Road.
Sincerely,
Seniors and Friends,

Seniors learning painting from volunteer instructor.

At last: Weekly curbside
recyclingcomestoElMirage

It’s official. Beginning Thurs-
day, Sept. 1, El Mirage residents
will have the ability to participate
in a curbside recycling program
without having to haul items to a
separate location. Instead, hom-
eowners can be environmentally
conscious by placing empty and
cleaned out paper, plastic, glass
and cardboard items in the
large 96-gallon blue barrel that
was recently delivered to their
property.

Council Member Roy Delga-
do expressed his enthusiasm for
the new program. “We all need to
do our part in trying to preserve
and protect our community. I’'m
glad to see our City finally join
the curbside recycling initia-

tive.” A short survey revealed El
Mirage is the last municipality in
the Valley to offer its residents
curbside recycling. The program
is known as a single-stream re-
cycling program, meaning that
all recyclable items are placed
in the blue barrel together —there
is no need to sort or separate
before placing them inside the
container.

Collection days remain the
same; however regular trash
will be collected on Monday
mornings only and recycling will
now be collected every week
on Thursday mornings. Barrels
should be placed at the curb the
night before or by 5:30 a.m. the
day of collection.

The El Mirage Senior
Committee Group

Emma with Dysart Community Summer Camp Par-
ticipant.

10™ ANNIVERSARY OF 9/11

CHARITY PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

Sunday, September 11, 2011 - 8:00 a.m.

El Mirage Fire Station St.121
13513 N. EL MIRAGE RD

*Boy Scout Pack 872 performing Flag raising Ceremony @ 8am
*Proceeds benefit fallen or injured firefighters & their families

) *Donations appreciated

A young El Mirage resident asks the Mayor to bring recycling

to El Mirage.

g *Fire trucks will be on display
‘ EL MIRAGE
FIREFIGHTER
ASSOCIATION
CHARITY

This September 11, 2011 marks the 10 year anniversary of the 9/11 Terrorist
attacks on the World Trade Center in NY. Of the 3,000 people who lost their
lives that day, 343 were firefighters and 60 were police officers. To honor
those public safety personnel who lost their lives that day the EI Mirage Fire
Department and EI Mirage Firefighters Association Charity is having a Charity
Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, September 11, 2011 at the El Mirage Fire






















